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 The Bulgarian Seventh Rila Infantry Division formed by Decree No. 88 of Tsar Ferdinand 
I, received its baptism of fire during the Balkan War. Its units engaged in some of the most important 
strategic battles on their way to Thessaloniki. At the cost of many adversities on the muddy battlefields, the 
soldiers did their combat task. A large part of them also showed heroism during the battles of the First 
World War and the Second World War. Its commanders are famous throughout Europe as some of the best 
commanders of the 20th century. Today, in the city of Dupnitsa, a street is named after the glorious Seventh 
Infantry in honor of the division, as well as numerous memorial plaques, military monuments and other 
commemorative signs, symbols of the eternal memory and appreciation of the Bulgarian people. 
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“WE PROCLAIM THE UNION ON 6th

SEPTEMBER, 1885. BULGARIA FOR AN INDEPENDENT KINGDOM”. 
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“Slim, bony, tall, with a black mustache and a 
small sharp beard […]. Further on, more detailed information is given about the personal 
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characteristics of Colonel Toshkov. unsurpassed ardor. Everything strong and captivating had 
gathered in the quietest, most humble, most humble man. […] [13]

Georgi Georgiev also describes the origin of the notable Colonel Toshkov [...] “This 
Bulgarian was a Bulgarian. Everything from Bulgaria. Everything about Bulgaria. Although he was 
from Tran ani, and not a Sofia shop, he was a real shop. He spoke to the Shopi as Shopi, because 
he felt himself, he himself was a Shopi person, because we were Shopi, a Sofia Regiment of Shopi, 
composed almost exclusively of Shopi, and those who were not, they also felt themselves! The 
commander of the 1st Shop regiment – shop! The commander of the 41st Shopi regiment – shopi! 
Regiment for regiment! Shopi for shopi! [14]

This is how Georgiev describes Colonel Haralambi Toshkov in his book. In 1920, Colonel 
Toshkov was dismissed to the reserve. He died on 20th September, 1932 in the city of Sofia. Today, 
his grave is located in the Central Sofia Cemetery, plot  4. [15] In his home town of Trun, there is 
still no memorial plaque or bust to attest to the veneration of his memory. Let’s hope that this will 
happen in the future and we will appreciate General Haralambi Toshkov with dignity. 

Conclusion
The combat successes of the Seventh Rila Infantry Division are proof of the great courage 

and dedication of all officers and soldiers belonging to its units. At the cost of many adversities and 
bad weather conditions the division reached the city of Thessaloniki, breaking the Ottoman fighting 
units and their resistance. This is an important proof of the display of high fighting spirit and honor 
shown during the strategic battles for the Balkan Union. The traces left by Rila Infantry Division 
soldiers are clearly written in golden letters in the Bulgarian military history. 
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NOTES
1 Secret annex to the treaty of friendship and alliance between the Kingdom of Bulgaria and 

the Kingdom of Serbia. CDA. F. 313K. Op. 1, a.e 2236. l. 6–7. Transcript. [See digital copy at: 
http://isda.archives.government.bg:84/Process.aspx?type=Document&agid=41&flgid=5092254&ilg
id=5107529&aelgid=10947532&dlgid=10640848.
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