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THE PEOPLE WENT TO BRING FREEDOM WHERE 
THERE WAS SLAVERY 

Arsini Kolev 
University of Library Studies and Information Technologies 

Abstract: 2023 marks the 111th anniversary of the Balkan War. The aim of the present text is to try 
to present the Bulgarian attitude and state of mind on the eve of 1912. In addition to the mobilization of 
citizens organized by the state, the voluntary desire for inclusion in the military actions of Bulgarians from 
the country and beyond its borders stands out. as well as Bulgarian Jews. 

The methodological toolkit that was used in the writing includes an interdisciplinary approach, 
applicable in different areas of humanities and covering methods such as analysis of bibliographic resources 
and publications published in electronic sources, synthesis of the information array, historical approach and 
field observation. 

The activity of institutions such as archives, museums, libraries and others as a fundamental factor 
for the development of historical memory and national identity in man is also examined. 

The paper examines the importance of marking the annual celebrations of events and personalities 
related to Bulgarian history and how institutions are the country with the main role in creating a strong 
connection between our history and society. 
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Introduction 
In 2023, 111 years have passed since the fateful year 1912, when Bulgarians with hope and a 

fighting spirit united in a national cause and when the Balkan countries began the attempt to resolve 
the Eastern question, because thirty-four years after the congress in Berlin on the peninsula were not 
enough to abate the sufferings, pains and disappointments caused by the great powers. 

For this reason, the Balkan War of 1912–1913 was an event of great importance for the 
history of Bulgaria in the 20th century, and through numerous studies of the period, historians prove 
to us that the Bulgarians' national identity and self-awareness were never controversial, they were 
“throw” into the war without thinking about themselves, and their consciousness was occupied by 
the dreamy cause of national unification of people and lands. 

Therefore, its long-term consequences influenced the political, socio-economic and cultural 
development of the region for decades, and some of the results are still the subject of scientific and 
even public discussion. There are also problems with the preservation of our historical memory. 

The public attitude towards popularization and the patriotic feeling in the citizens is 
increasingly blurred and is not present in the public consciousness, and this is most strongly 
noticeable during upcoming anniversaries and the organization of celebrations on this occasion of 
events and personalities that are part of Bulgarian history. In recent years, world globalization has 
also led to the trend of gradual erasure of national values, memory and identity. 

The Balkan war of 1912–1913 and the bulgarian jews 
On the onset of the Balkan War 1912–1913, Bulgaria was at the peak of its military power, 

because during this period the Bulgarian army was re-armed with new military equipment. This was 
the result of several reasons – the economic development of the state, assimilation and deepening of 
military theory, as well as the ambition and spiritual condition of the people. 

Bulgarian spirit and enthusiasm were at such a high level that they exert a huge influence 
on the development of Bulgarian military art. It was this steadfast Bulgarian spirit that amazed 
the foreign correspondents covering the Bulgarian military actions. In the newspaper Birzhevye 
Vedomosti, the Russian representative wrote: “I saw old men of sixty years who came to the 
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And acts of heroism are not rare. We must not forget 
“Private Azarya Chiprut from Karnobat”, who “on 8th 
November, 1912 at Bunar Hisar, with several other people 
from the company, threw themselves against the enemy to 
save the regimental flag.” In the Battle of Chataldzha (10th 
November, 1912), nine soldiers of Jewish origin who were 
guarding the regimental commander died. And in total, 236 
fighters of Jewish origin died in the two Balkan wars – 3 
officers, 8 non-commissioned officers and 225 privates. [6]  

Years later, Major General Petar Dervingov, a 
fellow graduate of Joseph Herbst, said: “The Bulgarian 
Jews, numbering about 40,000 men, women and children, 
died as many as Greece and Turkey separately in their war 
of 1897.” 

And today it can certainly be claimed that in this 
period there was no Bulgarian officer of Jewish origin who 
was not a knight of the Order of Bravery, and Colonel 
Avram Tajer shares: “I am proud to note the fact that until 
now there is no Bulgarian Jew, who has been guilty of 
treason, treason or desertion.” [7] 

  

Fig. 4. The repulse of the Turkish advance at 
Bulaire 8.II.1913; The repulse of the Turkish 

landing at Sharkoy 8. – 9.II. 1913 

Fig. 5. The capture of the Edirne fortress  
25 – 26.III.1913 

In conclusion, it should be emphasized that during the war, Bulgarians and Jews jointly 
defended the freedom of Bulgaria, because “they are not alien to the morals, spirit and ideals of the 
Bulgarian people and they fought and died as heroes on the battlefields in the name of their 
homeland.” [8] 

A large part of the military actions are reflected in archival documents and photographic 
material. For example, the following photos show schemes of: Lozengrad offensive operation 
(counter battle) 21–25.X.1912. Fig. 1; Luleburgaz-Bunarhisar offensive operation 29.H. – 
1.XI.1912. Fig. 2; The attack on the Chataldzhan position 17 and 18.XI.1912 Fig. 3; The repulse of 
the Turkish advance at Chataldzha 5.II. – 13.IV.1913. Fig. 3; The repulse of the Turkish advance at 
Bulair 8.II.1913 Fig. 4; The repulse of the Turkish landing at Sharkoy 8 – 9.II.1913. Fig. 4; The 
capture of the Edirne fortress 25 – 26.III.1913. Fig. 5. [9]  

Celebrations on the occasion of the Balkan war 1912–1913 
The whole of Bulgaria participates in the celebrations in a different way and pays homage 

and respect to those who died in the wars of Bulgaria. On the eve of commemorating the 100th 

 
Fig. 3. The attack on the Chataldzhan 

position on 17 and 18.XI.1912;  
The repulse of the Turkish advance 

at Chatalja 5.II. – 13.IV.1913 
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moments in the history of the Bulgarian state on the eve of the war, during the hostilities and the 
performance of the Bulgarian military forces and the post-war period are indicated. 

The celebrations dedicated to the 110th anniversary of the Balkan War took place more modestly, 
under the post-covid measures and fears of the citizens. Government officials and society celebrated the 
anniversary, as well as many cultural institutions – museums, archives and libraries. [11]  

The National Museum of Military History celebrated 
110 years of the Balkan War with the exhibition “Sofia – 100 
People in the Balkan War”. It was dedicated to the 110th

anniversary of the First Balkan War and presented a lesser-
known aspect of what happened more than a century ago. 
Along with the most glorious moments in the history of the 
Bulgarian Army, the exposition narrative also focused on the 
role of the capital as the center of the political and military 
power of the country, and the victorious march of the army 
was seen through the combat path of the military units 
genetically connected to Sofia. Among the Jews who died in 
the wars, the most were from the capital – 65 people. 

Visitors had the opportunity to immerse themselves in 
the atmosphere of the city immediately before and during the war, to learn about the role of 
Bulgarian politicians and military personnel in the events, to understand why the slogan “Now or 
never!” turns into “All or nothing!” at the end of the war. [12] 

How the 111th anniversary will be marked with remains to be seen. 

Conclusion
Let's not forget that the Balkan War was the first “for the young Bulgarian army, but 

nevertheless, the Bulgarian spirit reached the heights of its apogee in its development. The 
Bulgarians, in the dream cause of unification of the Bulgarian people and lands, head to the 
battlefield with hope and folk dances. After this united Bulgarian hope came disappointment, 
unfortunately the Balkan War did not solve the Bulgarian national question, but achieved the 
liberation of some of its enslaved territorial parts. 

714,000 people of all ethnicities were mobilized for the Balkan War, a husband, father or son 
was sent from every Bulgarian family. In addition to territories and dreams, we lost over 170,000 
Bulgarian citizens who fell victim to the national cause. 

Acknowledgments 
This research would not have been possible without the financial support of the following 

project: “From Hope to Disappointment (the idea of the heroic) 1909–1914“, financed by the 
National Science Fund of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Bulgaria – 
Contract No. KP-06-M65/4 of 16.12.2022 with the project manager Assist. Prof. Antoniy 
Stanimirov, PhD. 

NOTES
1 Available at address // https://www.nationallibrary.bg/www/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ 

100-godini-ot-balkanskite-voini.pdf. [viewed 10.04.2023]. 

Fig. 7. BALKAN WARS  
(1912–1913) (DAA) 
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